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HO ghall say that modern play-
wrightd and actors are not noble
and unselfieh? They have at Inst
detotminad to come to the ald of

rellglon angd the Bibie. They have deisr-
mined: to, force mon-church goers to Inters
est themselves jn all that Is mystic and sa-
erad.  "You will not go to church;” they
gay tenderly. “Well, we caumor help that.
e will uilllze your theatregalng propotisition for the beneflt
of tha tlerge, and If they don't lilre ti—well, 1t 18 mevely be-
cntign tliey are eénviouns and Impresséd- with thélr own lncom-
pele.ncs'."l .

A fow months from now and you will see David Belasco bob-
nobbing with the Rev, T Jobn Hall, possibly on the sdbject
of the murder of Atel by Cain, Sheuld this murder oeeur In
the thlpidl/or fourth net of the great play, YA Brother's Jeal-
ousy; or Why DL He Do Tt?" You will notice Augistus Thomas
hautting the eanctiim of [the Raoy, Dr. Eaton for polnts on
the ‘mrstie eomedy, “What the Buoltnshes Hevenlsd; or, Poor
Little Moseg, and D Parkburst, tieed of polities, will turn
hig nttentlon 'to the Cuaslno and lend bis advics to Mesars.
Canary and Lederer with respoct to thels marvellous spectacie,
“Luminons Horrors; or, the Plu m:-:.-=1 bl Egyp'

Why, at the operilng porfordinhiee of “The Hign of the
Cross” at the Knlekerbiocker Thentre, Monday night, gnesa
whom T &tw. whiching {t ull' with an expresslon of eliubby
chinstitz on his Browa You wonldn/t suess | you tried for i vear,
g0 UIFAH von' Isnw Bdward Wyereit Ries, he of “Evange:
ling," ‘Exealsior, Jr." snd #1442 renown. Mr Rice felt fhiat
& new epoch wis dawning—an epoch with *money in it,” and
He was on hand to see what ocould be doue. My own lden 18
thnt he i= plapnlig a gigantle speetncle, with “The Creation™
a8 [t8 sublect—and (e Divth'of the sun, woon and stars, the
birds of the sy an'd the bousts of 1the earth as lending
themey, &1l to be supplemienicd Ly the apothessis of man, or—
might T maore aptly say?—woman, At noy vite, tHere le was,
toinmpling In the trinmph of the Chreistion malden, Mereln, ap-
planding Her wmnrtyrdein . and her suecessful Converslon of
Marchs Snperbus, and, in a word, thorough'y enjoying himself.

Cynles say that this quest of sepsation In the Bille mml re-
lgton 1s merely u sy mptom ofithe age’s naurasthenin, andg pet-
haps there iz somelhing {n this, ‘‘Soclety persons,’ rematks
Nopday, “whose ereed is Umited to haceacnt pnd the money
market, mike pllgrineges to the Oborammergnt Pagslon Play
and wipe sway o téar over Poul Varinlhe's invocations to the
Viegin.” I suppoge - they feel that o tesr on gueh & subject is
far more ereditable than one drawn by fhe permetunl herolue
in the blnek dress, wlho, with me-ellld In hor erms and o fine
paper suowstorm all ground her, cvles to the fletitious villalg,
“Tnhand me, sixl" or, “Let lne pass”

At any rate, theatregoors are tired of melodmma  withont
¢xcuse, They are slek of lmpossible people doing lmpossible
things, 1o an lmpossibie maaner, and playwrights have declded
to come to the ald of the clergy (and Incldentully, of course, to

thelr own &ld), by ransascking the wvast
storehouses contslnlng rellglous materinl,
and glving the publle drama that they ean-
not conslstently refuse, i they valoe thely
reputation ns thelsts In 4 theistle eome
munity., Wilson Burrett thorovghly under-
stopd the oddity of the times when he
wrote *The Hlgn of the Crpss’” He has
furnished a *‘popular’ play, and hos ecare-
fully avolded evorything classical, all po-
etlo language, sud all lofty senthment, If
‘“rhe Blgn of the Cross” bad been done up
in Shakespearinn form, It would Nave dled
months ago, As it I8, It Invites people to
come and see an easily Intelllgible ustal
play, dressed up in religlouns clothes,

Why, not very long sge, !n Londou, they
trled semi-roliglovs songs at the musle
halls, all on acconnt of the Influence of
*The Sign of the Crosa’ In fact, there s
really no limit to the influence that the
Biblleal dramn may exert over us. And the
clergy will alther be pleased nt the play-
wrights' Interference, or Indlgnant at this
encroachment upon sacred domains,

I must confess that I marvelled at the
andnclty of the latest Intelligence tbo the
effect that Mrs. Potter Intends to appear as
the nanghty Mrs, Potlphar, and Kyrle Bel-
jow &s the unresponsive Joseph, in r re-
liglous play called *“Joseph of Canaan.'
The &tory of Mrs, Potiphar hns always
been a sora subject with Bible teachera.
Years ago at school 1t puzzled me, I used
to ask everybody most embarrassing gues-
tlons about it I never could uhiderstand
why Joseph ran away and Jeft hls coat
with Mrs, Potiphar. An aunt of imlne
wrote n book called “Bible Readlngs With
My Children,” and the first thing I dia
was to turn to the story of Mrs. Potiphar
and Joseéph, And I read this: “But now
a great trouble fell on Juseph. This 1s
how It came about. Potlphar's wife, I am
sorry to Bay, Was a very wicked wompn,
fhe dld not miind telling stories, and
dlsliked Joseph becnuse he was so good.

8o one day when Pollphar cams

lome she fold him that Joseph had

been elinving very badiy, Potlphar,

who pever thonght his wife could

be go wicked as to tell snch a {le, belleved her, was very angry
Bo they

with Joseph, and sald he should go at ouce to prisom
took him directly to prison, where he remnined a very long
time, Poor Joseph! He knew pe had not done guything wrong,
g0 lie dld not feol as unhappy as he might have done.”” Thnt
s how the eplsode was glossed over.

) Mrs, Potter, In rushing at o Biblical subject, casts nbout for
one that Js A trifie sauey. The public declines to go and ses her
tn “Camilie” because they can see 5o much finer actresses do the
play Meener lustice, We wearled of her fn the lmpmuul\"e hut
hideons role of Zoli's “Therese.’ Bhe tired us with “Fran-
eftlon,” and we rebelled at her non-sexual heroles as Juliet. So
now she 1s anxlous to do the improper with a Bibllenl excuse.
She will be able to pgle and Jeer ng the lecherpus Mrs. Potiphar,
seeure An the knowleder tlnt good Christinns cannot ohfect.

I imagine I can hrg: her with thé Interviewer, SV hy, my 900
man,” says Cora, “sureiy FoU Caungl pccuse e of pundering to
a prurlent taste. I am glyving you Bible history undlluted. T
hove alweys loved the Bible, and that Is why I gelect one of
\ts storles with which to educate the publie. People will not
rond the Bible to-duy, so I long to bring It home to them—to
flaunt 1t In thelr faces on the stage. If you say Mrs. Potlphar
fs improper, you are lbelling the book of books.'

This is precisely the logle that she will pse, gnd—ip & Way—
It 1e the logle that will be allowed to settle the suggestive soene
betwoen Merola and Mnreus In "'The Slgn of the Cross.” ‘I'he
exouse for fhis episode of course ls—a desire w0 ahow m_a.m-
fincnee of the eross on rampant sexunlity., Merela ‘18 mrat_l
from Mareus by holding up the sucred symbuf, The public gets
all the naughiiness It wonts In the guise of sanctimoniousness.
A modern herolne walking down Broadway wonld be marched
off to Bloomingdale If whan sccosted by some boozy chapple
she suddenly held up 2 cross In lils face. Nobady laughs at
the Ineldent as shown at the Knlekerbocker, beciuse Mr. Bar-
rett has cunningly led you to belleve that It Is religlous, ln-
gplted, an consequently eminently serlons. _

This lu, of course, deplorable. While there 1s not the least
havm in the world In presenting religious plays with & semfp
dpparent poblencas of objeet, It seoms rather unkind to dive
iuto thie Blble for sensuality, and offer it to the public as holy
history. This 1s nevrasthenia with 4 vengeance. This is merely
a degenernte effort to cover up tmpropriety witha mystic cloak.
There are dosens of Bible heroines thac Mrs, Potler mlght have
selected, It ghe wished to nppear under ednektional nusplees,
She might even do n dance with eymbils as Mirlam the proph-
etigs, or pose in Prisciila-llke innocente as Roth, Therelsnbsolute
Iy nothing at all In the story of Mrs Fotipbar bLut unbridled
Just, and all the clergy will tell yon so. Mrs. Tapquerdy and
are. Ihbemith are doves compired with Mrs. Potiphar, but they
have no Biblleal éxcuse for thelr existence. Mrs. Fotter Enows
this, of courss, and by snnoinelug herself sk the purchaser of
wJoseph of Canaan” she is appenling to the communlty of thea-
tre-goérs In the way of humbbg, hypocrlsy, fanatloldm und
degenoTAny.

In fact, T doubt whether even the clergy will stand this, Al-
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though "“The Blgn of the COross™ i3 assured-
Iy o flner lesson In rellglon thsn anything
Dy, Parklinrst, or Dy, Baton, or Dr. Jolin
Hall have ¢ver préached.  “Joseph of Ca-
naun' 1s a lesson In nothing but how to he
nasty, though Biblieal, I the pluy be done
here, you will hear Bunday-school Instine-
tors referving thele puplls to the stage: “'I
eannot tell you anytlhing more about Mrs,
Potiphar, my little dears,” they will aay.
“Mommer can teke you, If ghe wishes you
to bo fully posted, to a matinee of ‘Joseph
of Qennnn,’ "™

Yot Mrs, Potter's genl moy decelve that
portlon of the publie which s’ not theatre-
golug, Misguided peopls who stay away
from the thoutres need but the sllghtest ex-
cuse to draw them thither, The playhouse
is, perhaps, the biggest luxury lo Jife, Thosa
who do not patronlze it are jealons of those
who do, TFanatical minlsters who preach
agalust It do so because they are fully
eware of the stupendous Influence that it
possesses. Glve all these humbugs the
gllghtest pretext for altering thelr views,
and siter them they will. That 18 why the
present Indications of an Inyasion of Hibil-
oal subjects for stage mnaterlal cannot be
too earefully watched,

In addition to the productlon of “The
Bign of the Cross" In this clty, avd the
purchase of *‘Joseph of Cansun' by Mrs,
Potter and Mr. Bellew, we get the infor-
matlon that Sarah Bernhardt is preparing
to nppear (with oue eye on the American
public) before the Parlslans ps Moary Mag-
dalene, We pll know Borah, and we all
fdore her, but we nre perfeclly awnrs that
it she dallles with the Magdalene subject,
it Is merely for the auke of sensatlonalism,.
and the sensatlonallsm that is all the more
potent hecause It touches a vital apol. Sarah
has exhavsted all legitlmnte interest In
guch legltlmnte subjrcts as “‘Fodorn,” “La
Tosen,!" *Cleopatra,” “Izeyl,” “Gismonda,*
“Margoerite Ganthier,” “EFrow-Frou,”
“‘Nora"" nnd “Adrienne Lecouvreur.'” Becu-
lnr hlstory and fictlon have been robbed of
thelr treasures to feed Siarah's eyelonle
emotions. And now she |s directlng her
glances at the New Testnment, and le look-
ingz longingly toward Mars Magdaleéne, sunply because to Mary

Christ sald: “Her slns, which are many, are forglven; for she
loved mupch; but to whom Jittle 18 forglven, the same loveth
litte

T thould think that the spectucle of Sngrah klssing the feat
of the Saviour and anointing them would be revolting; the mosat
unennny b4 for notorlety that she haa ever perpeirated. In
Parls, however, where people clumor for o mystic excuse, evetl
more than they do here, T presume that this sort of farce wounld
be considered exqulgttely exalted on the part of the petted
Sarnh. All T ean bope fe that if Sarah really does “Mary
Magdalene” in France, Mlss Fanny' DPavenpart will not acquire
the rlghts for this country; sud, forther, that Sarah herself
will not seck to enifea this publle to a hysterical apprecition
of so delieate a sohlect.

After all, 1t is essy enough tn separate the gritln from the
elmff; to remove the IMegitimate from the halo of the leglitl-
mate, If the Bibie {4 to be forced to yield up its incldents for
the stage, it cun be made to do so perfectly, inoffensively and
educntionnlly.  And the fact (hat Bible stories-are used will, of
conrse, pppeal Irréglstibly to portlons of the community. But
there s nothing In the lenst Loly about a partrayal of the Poti-
phar-Toseph dlifidulty or the Mary Mugilnlene eplsode, Loth of
which rre now sought simply by reason of the London saccess
of “The Sing of the Cross’ Wllson Barrett, however, care-
tnily avolded all points thap -might lave led toward inhospitable
disensslon. The most devout thentrd-goer and - aon-thedire-goor
conld find no. splitary doophole for objection In the play st the
Krlelerbocker, beeause che “populay’” elements bave bieen 5o
defily claked. Not that I belleve for &8 momeng that “The Bizn
of the Croga” wll betaken up os serfously in New York as it
wias In London. New Yorkers swill see in it merely an exeecd-
lngly gootl, strong and highly Iiteresting ploy, while in London
they saw In It 0 forvent story of the triumph 'of Chrlstlanity.

Personally, T sineecely {rust 'that rellgion and the Biblé will
not be  dragged opon the stage. The theatre-golng conumunlty
{s large enough, and I don't think that It noeds any recrults. I
feel inclloed to say to the reverend dopfors of divinlty: “'For
goodness' sake., mnke yourselves more Interesting, less bigoted,
less prejudiced, and.refuse to svail yourselves of the threatened
gld of the playwrights.’” I am not anxlons to eviticise & trgedy
from the pens of *Messrs. Heory Gpy Cavleton and T, De
Witt Trlmoge,” nor am T craving to amniyze y drama by “Mes-
sra.  Byduey asenfeld and R, Heber Newton'' All these gen-
flemen are capital aéparately, but, blended, they would become
rather trylng. |/

Fatigus, of courde, is perpetually leading us Into new paths,
A groove beeomes (oo groovy, aud we run about patiting for that
which Is new. And ns the Biblleal drama wounld not only be
eomparatively new, but also very fig-reaching In s effects
1 shall not apotoglze for having trespassed, upon your
#tteritlon with the subjects The religlous tople Is s dungerouns
one to toy with, because 1t leads away ln all directions. Eyery
parabologist will tell you that religion and love nre closely
connected. The 1lves of the sainty—if yon study vhem—wil no-

quaint yoo with the fact. The history u1
religlons fanptics {a impregonted with de.
seriptlions of hideons self-punlshments and
self-erncHixions. Lot sleeping dogs le. It
is unwise to seek to gwaken, by means of
the stage, the slumbering fires of religious
discmssion and menia, becaunse you awnken
other sgentiments as well In last Tues-
day's Journal I suggested asking Colonel
Ingersoll to spoak agninst *“The Sizn of {he
Cross” from his own poltt of vlew. Un
ssvonll consideration, I withdraw that sug-
gestlon, Let “The Elgn of the Crosa” sppeal to New Yorkers as
a good play, and as nothing more. It 1s not worth while, and it
might lnvolve our sfpge in many unplonsant wars of words.

Manugers sre naturally dellghted at anything which thoest-
ens to vitallze the fatlgved condition of the dramn.  The gen-
tieman who punouneed thnt “8hakespeare spelled fatlure' had
no grodge nt ell sgainst the Bard of Aven, but wok merely in-
dleating the trend of publle taste, If Biblical plays are pro-
duced ad mansenm, he will ondoubtedly declore loter on that
“The Bible spells faflure.” All s fish thut comes to his net.
We know that managers are not “In the buslness for thely
bealth.” T have wo boesitatlon In sinving that 1 am quite can-
vinean Mes, Potter will hinve no trounble at 81 In loenting herself
ns Mrs,  Dotiphir In NewYork Clty. 'THe very mans' =5 who
haye publicly deplored the Thson fud and 118 Infiestes uou (e
nuthor of “Sweet Lavender.” which cansed him to write' “Mrs,
Tangquerny” and “Mrs. Ebbsmith;" will be the first to say,
“Weil, we can't go back on the Bible. Mrs. Pottér la dolng o
reverent: thing.'” In faot, after these llnes luve boed fopd, T
shoglin’t' be surprised If Mrs, Potter were deluged with cables,
In Australin, to this effoct: “Journal to-dny glves you flne send-
off. ' Arrange terims. Can book tline*”

T am told that when “The Sign of the Cross” has run out Iis
Ife at the Lyrie Theatre, however, Mr, Barrett has a new play
called “Danghters of Babylon,” bullt upon shsilar liues; further,
thit Mr. Huaymap, of this clty, will be zlven the American
privileges of that new production ns soon as It has beps pre
sented in London. I sm rather pleased to say that the prab-
ubilitles arve that we shall not se¢ “Daughters of Babylou' this
season. You see, T am nfrald of the religlous mania, and T am
nlso Msinellned to see our famiots minleters Inmenting the lows
of thely flocks, What would become of them? If all the the-
atres 1o this clty took tg presenting church.golng dramas, 1 sup-
pose that the wmanagers wonld offer the dlsconsalnte ministors
positions ns “press ngents. It would be the lenst they conl] do.
Imagine Dr. Parkburst penning “squibs” for “The Daughters
of Dabylon” and Dr. Raftsford turning out “sops* for *“Joseph
of Canamn.** Perhaps my Imagination s golng teo far, 1 will
stop It, ere It léade me Into dangerous ground, It is Just as well

to polnt ont what might lappen. Morewarn

Let tho ploywrights bostir ti‘ugmsolven. nuiease.d uialr‘:vu:;::;:h
before, they are umllluhli apxigus to ald the clergy. And ln
that ease, let nll energy be on the part of the clergy.
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ASTONISHING CAREER OF THE MOST FAMOUS BANDIT

Italy mn;u;ns nt the present moment the

gurrender all the valuables that ke cnrried
gbout him, as well as hls wife's jewelry,

" genth of the most celebrated brigand chlef
t

of the present century, whose mune o
Tibursl had become surrounded by such a
halo of romence that he was actunlly re-
garded as oue of the glories of the king-
dom.

Alfhiough for forty years he bna lived by
menns of orlme, through which he mon-
aged to amasd un hmmense fortune, amouni.
Ing to over $1,000,000, yet he wis one of the
most popular personuges in the domlnions
of King Humbert, and the name of the
cargbinter who lald bim low with & ridle
bullet is doomed to publie execration. Noyr
Is It lkely that the man will live long v
enjoy the $10,000 price that was set on
Tibuigl's hend. For there nre bundreds,
who, deep In debis of gratltude towazd
the famous brigand, have sworn to nvenga
hig death, C 4

‘7The poor—and ninetenths of the peopls

* are poverty-stricken in Ialy—wers blindly

devoted to him, kuowing that he was al-

ways rendy to relleve thelr misery with a
.goid coin, which did not come the less am'sy

to them for having been wrested by force
from gome rleh traveller. And be was
lkewise an hohored guest In many n coun-
try hopse and even castle, the noble owil-
erg of which were glad to pay him tribute,
extending In some cfiges to as much as
$1,000 per annum, in return for which e
guarnnteed them In the most absolnie mau-
ner from any theft, robbery or arson.

He wns an Important factor In all the
parilnmentary, provinclal aod munieipal
electlons of Certral Italy, and, as far as
the rural distrlets were congerned, In-
voriably secured the election of hls own
eandldates by ao overwhelming majority,

no one liking to run the visk of casting
thelr ballots In faver of any other noml.

nee thin one whom be pat forward. Thns
It cnme that his power as a polltical “hoss™
grew to be us great and as extenslve as

that of Richard Croker and of Thomas C.

Platt combined, and there was scarcely a
villnge ar n small town In the central por-
tion of the kingdom the Mayors and Jus-
tlces of the Pence of which were not men

e o the Pocn of whieh wero ot e

| goes far to e
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vorlte disguise of a priest he was cop-
stantly gble to visit Rame, sometines for
tlie pirpose of conferring with the seora or
80 of members of the Natlonnl Legislnturo,
who were Indebted to him for thelr seats,
and sometimes for the purpose of inspect-
ing his peal estule—nll of It registered in

Tiburzi, Italy’s Dick Tutpin

Disguised as a Ptiest.

the name of his m_ther—!n—!lw. and which
comyprised at loast half o dogen Iarge tene-
ment aud apurtient bouses In the Prati

SRE el aonier.

two years ngo while driviig heek from
Frascatl to Rome, and it is probahle that
had Tiburel known of the ronk of his wvie-
tim he would have held him for ‘o large
ransom. The late Carditkl Theodoll, one of
the gerind’ dignitaries of the Papal Court,
wis another of Ribnrel's ‘‘cllents,’ as be
used to eall themi, The Cardinal was eap-
tured while ‘recimiting hiz health at the
yilln of a friend on the Albnn Hills, and
wus held as a prisoner untll his relotives
could scrape fogother the 220,000 ransom
demanded for Lis release, He was treated
with the utmost considerstlon anil courtesy
during hig eaptivity, and was formed to
celebrute- mass for the brigands every
morning ns long a8 he was with them.
Indeed, they piried with so much mutnal
regitl nnd esteem that the pralate of his
own atcord gave them his blessing, to re-
celvg which they all knelt in the most rev-
ercpd manner, Three months Iater the Care
dinnl while erossing the bridge at Rowe on
his way to the Vatican was stopped by
Tiburel, who waos disguised as vpsual &8 a
priest, and who landed to His Eminence a
very costly Jewelled rellguary, wlileli the
prelate had forsotten at the time when he
parted from his brigand frieods, The Car
dinal made no attempt to stop Tiburzl, but
extended his hand in friendly greeting to
the robber, who bent low to kiss the epls-
ecopal ring of Hig Eminence,

The suthoritiés but once made his por-
sonul acqualntance, namely, o 1872, when
he was eenfenced to the gallays for lfe
after belng found gullity of a fenl murder,
of levying blackmail In dozehs of cases,
and of *holding up” long processions of
wenltliy people. Two years he spent in the
salt marshes of Torneto-Tarquinla, wotklhg
asslduously for the benefit of the stiate.

His was of the blgh hand—"either you
are with me or sgalnst me" was his
motto—and 85 no criminal cared to op-
ernte on his own pecount, knowing that,
sooner or later, Tibursl’s unerring rifis
woinld put an end to his existencs, all ex-
cept the very gmall fry were In the
habif of reporting for duty with the chief
of Ceritral Italy. Brigantagelo, who ordered
them nbout like &0 many recrolts. His
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